
  

OHHS Social Studies Department  

Course Syllabus 

 
Course Name: AP Government /Modern Global Economics                        

Course Code: SSO53A  

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

The goals of this course are to increase understanding of the American political system, its 

framework, traditions and value, and to have each student pass the AP Exam.  This course is 

concerned with the nature of the American political system, its development over the past two 

hundred years, and how it continues to function in the 21
st
 century.  We will examine in detail the 

principal processes and institutions through which the political system functions, as well as some 

of the public policies, which these institutions implement. 

 

REQUIRED TEXT & OTHER REQUIRED MATERIAL:   
(All readings from Lasser and Woll will be given to each student as handouts) 

1.  Magleby, David B., et al. Government by the People. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson 

Education Inc. 

2.  Students will also be asked to sign up and use MyPoliScilab on Pearson’s site.  (This will be 

explained more during the 1
st
 week of school) 

3.  Lasser, William:  Perspective on American Government. 3
rd

 ed. New York: Houghton Mifflin. 

2000. 

4.  Woll, Peter: American Government Readings and Cases. 14
th
 ed. New York: Longman. 2002. 

5.  A separate binder is required for AP Government with the following sections: 

 1.  Notes: Both reading and Lecture Notes 

 2.  Vocabulary 

 3.  Quizzes/Unit Test 

 4.  Court Cases 

 5.  Readings 

 6.  Simulations 

6.  To be successful in this class and on the AP exam you will need to spend extra time at home 

studying, on average one hour for every hour in class.   

7.  Students will demonstrate a mature attitude and contribute to the productive learning 

atmosphere of the classroom. 

8.  Prior to class, students will be knowledgeable on current governmental and political issues 

receiving attention by the news media. 

9.  Students should ask and seek help when needed. 

10.  Students will participate in formal debates, student presentations, role playing, and other 

activities. 

11.  Students will write analytical papers and research papers on selected topics.  As well students 

will write at least one free response essay per week.  These will choose from a list given to you at 

the beginning of each unit. 

12.  Students will analyze charts and data both historical in nature and current data drawn from 

the local media, in which they will be expected to write papers and take quizzes pertaining to 

analyzing of the data. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE: *** 

Unit Introduction: 

Unit 1:  Constitutional Principles-   (2 weeks)  



  

Unit 2:  Political Process-(2-3 weeks)   

Unit 3:  Policy-Making Institutions-(7 weeks) 

Unit 4:  Rights and Liberties-(2-3 weeks) 

Unit 5:  The Politics of National Policy-(2-3 weeks) 

  

*****Due to unforeseen conflicts, this schedule may change at the discretion of the 

instructor. 

 

CLASS PROCEDURES: 

1.  Remember where you are. 

2.  Be prepared and on time. 

3.  Be courteous to your fellow students, your teacher and yourselves at all times.  The presence 

of a substitute does not constitute a student holiday. 

4.  Attendance is imperative.  If you know you will be absent, get in touch with me in advance so 

assignments can be made up ahead of time.  This includes prearranged activities with school and 

vacations. 

5.  No late assignments. 

6.  If a long term assignment is due on a particular day, it is due on that day.  Being absent does 

not excuses you from this.  Excuses will not be accepted for debates and presentations.  Detailed 

research papers will be assigned for those who miss simulation and debates.  Remember, this is a 

college level course; therefore policies for most college classes are in effect. 

7.  Do not give or receive unauthorized aid on any assignments.  School rules on cheating will 

govern, and remember, respect lost is difficult to regain.  While your work it to be on your own, 

studying together is encouraged. 

8.  If you need help, see me before or after school or during lunch.  You also have my email 

address.  Do not hesitate to use my email to ask questions. 

 

GRADING :  
Examinations- 50%  (All exams will over a two day period and will mirror the AP Exam format) 

Daily/Chapter Quizzes 25% 

Research Papers: 15% 

Free Responses 10% 

***You will be required to make corrections/redo all exams in order to ensure you fulfill all 

major requirements in this course as dictated by the College Board. 

 

 

OHHS Grading Scale 

Letter Grade Percentage 

A 93% and above 

A- 90% - 92% 

B+ 88% - 89% 

B 83% - 87% 

B- 80% - 82% 

C+ 78% - 79% 

C 73% - 77% 

C- 70% - 72% 

D+ 68% - 69% 

D 60% - 67% 



  

F 59% and below 

 

 

Weighted Categories 

Category Percentage 

of overall 

grade 

Daily Work 20% 

Regular Assessments 65% 

Major Assessments 15% 

 

 

Re-Do Policy 

 Assessments are eligible for redo up to 100%, except Final 

o Students are eligible to redo assessments when key supporting 

assignments are complete.  Key assignments provide evidence that 

students are ready to show mastery of a standard 

 Students are eligible to redo key assignments as long as they have excused 

absences. 

 There are assignments that may not be redone because they do not bear enough 

weight or the learning target for that assignment will be measured on another 

larger assignment.  

 

Extra Help 

Teachers will provide information regarding tutoring in classroom procedures.  

Students are encouraged to take advantage of tutoring opportunities.  As well, one-on-

one help will be offered in class. 

 

OHHS Plagiarism Policy 

Any student, who knowingly turns in any work that has been done by someone other 

than himself or herself, and fraudulently represents it as his/her own, shall be 

considered to have cheated. Cheating also includes: aiding someone else in cheating, 

the use or preparation of written, pictorial, or other materials not authorized by the 

instructor during a test or assignment, the use of testing materials obtained previous to 

the test date, or plagiarism of any kind. Students found cheating will also be subject 

to an office referral, which could result in a suspension.  As an effort based school, 

students who have plagiarized/cheated must still demonstrate their learning. Thus, 

students will be given the opportunity to complete the work. This will fall under the 

“Late Work Policy” of the teacher where total possible points may be reduced. 

 

 

 


