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Course Name:  AP Literature and Composition    
Course Code: ENO501 
 

Course Description:   In AP Literature 
we will examine English literary history 
by centering on the major movements in 
English literature. The course will be 
sequenced chronologically and focus on 
the following literary movements: A
Saxon, Medieval, Renaissance, 
Metaphysical, Restoration, Neoclassicism, Romanticism, Victorian, Modern, and 
Postmodern. The reading will have a strong focus on English literature, but as we 
enter the Victorian era we will begin to read Russian, American, and Irish works. 
Reading will also run the gamut of literary genres: poetry, novels, drama, and 
nonfiction. 

  
Our purpose in studying English literary history is to not only get a sense of the 
history of English literature but also to get a broader sense of European 
intellectual history, or the history of ideas. To meet this end we will occasionally 
examine visual art and music contemporaneous to the literary movements we are 
studying, and we will also closely consider the historical context of the works that 
we read. 

  
We will investigate the literature through a variety of means-such as essays, oral 
presentations, and classroom discussion-but, whatever the means, our primary 
reading strategy will always be to scrutinize the texts as closely as possible. 
Indeed, we will often operate under the maxim: “If you cannot mark it in the text, 
it’s not there.” 

  
The writing focus in this course will be as equally intensive as the reading, and it 
will center on the objective, formal analysis or literature: moreover, the writing 
will be closely allied with the technique of close reading. Our goal will be to work 
toward impeccably grammatical, thoughtfully organized, artfully stylish, and 
analytically sophisticated persuasive essays. 

  
Yet students are certainly not expected to write papers devoid of personality, and 
many opportunities will be given for students to engage with literature on a more 
personal level-both during classroom discussions and in writing. Indeed, one 
purpose of the class is to help students cultivate a sense of how literature can help 
them understand themselves and the world around them. 

  



  
All things said and done, the overarching purpose of the course is for students to 
attain mastery on the College Board AP Language and Literature exam, and, even 
though it will not always be explicitly stated. the course is designed and 
sequenced to meet this end. 
  

 
Prerequisites   
Teacher approval 
 
Course Resources 
AP Literature and Composition reading list (see below) 
 
Course Fees  
None 
 
Course Outline/Instructional Units  
What follows are the main reading units.  Not all novels in every unit are read every year. 
 

Coming of Age:   The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway 
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 

    The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
            Hamlet by William Shakespeare 
    Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce 
 

Fate vs. Freewill:   Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky 
    Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 
    Hard Times by Charles Dickens 
    King Lear by William Shakespeare 
    Paradise Lost by John Milton 
    Beowulf by anonymous 
 

Classicism and Romanticism:  selected poetry of English Neoclassical and 
  Romantic poets 

 
 Love:   Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
    Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 
    Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 
    Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare 
 
 
In addition to the above reading list, first semester students focus on literary analysis 
essay skills (timed and out of class), the hero’s journey, grammar, fiction reading skills 
(theme, character, plot, setting, conflict, etc.) close reading skills (tone, diction, syntax, 
imagery, etc.), and literary terms. 
 

  



Second semester reemphasizes the first semester skills in great depth, but also focuses 
much more strongly on poetry reading skills (meter, form, etc).  After the exam in May, 
instruction emphasizes introductory literary theory.  
 
Major Assessments 
Essays 
Reading skills packets 
Sample College Board exams 
Tests 
Oral presentations 
 
OHHS Grading Scale 

Letter Grade Percentage 
A 93% and above 
A- 90% - 92% 
B+ 88% - 89% 
B 83% - 87% 
B- 80% - 82% 
C+ 78% - 79% 
C 73% - 77% 
C- 70% - 72% 
D+ 68% - 69% 
D 60% - 67% 
F 59% and below 

 
 
Weighted Categories 
 

Category Percentage 
of overall 
grade 

Literature Study (tests, 
quizzes, vocabulary, 
etc.) 

50% 

Essays 50% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
OHHS Plagiarism Policy 
Any student, who knowingly turns in any work that has been done by someone other than 
himself or herself, and fraudulently represents it as his/her own, shall be considered to 
have cheated.  Cheating also includes: aiding someone else in cheating, the use or 
preparation of written, pictorial, other materials not authorized by the instructor during a 
test or assignment, the use of testing materials obtained previous to the test date, or 
plagiarism of any kind.  Refer to individual teachers expectations for each class violation.  
Students found cheating will also be subject to an office referral, which could result in a 
suspension. 
 
AP Rewriting Policy 
Two essays can be revised for a better grade, but you must 1) have finished a completed 
first draft 2) have a conference with me regarding each draft and 3) turn in the original 
paper that you have revised with your new draft.  You may do this more than one time for 
each paper that you elect to revise. 
 
Re-do Policy 
If work is completed on time, students may re-do within two weeks  
This may include revising essays, correcting missed items on tests with citations and/or 
explanations about each item 
May earn up to 100% 
 
Late work 
Must be turned in within the Unit and/or within 2 weeks 
May earn up to 70% 
 
Extra Help  
Teachers will provide information regarding tutoring in classroom procedures.  Students 
are encouraged to take advantage of tutoring opportunities. 
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1: The student understands 
and uses different skills and 
strategies to read. 

          

1.1 Use word recognition skills 
and strategies to read and 
comprehend text. 

X X X X X X X X X X
 

1.2 Use vocabulary (word 
meaning) strategies to 
comprehend text. 

X X X X X X X X X X
 

1.3 Build vocabulary through 
wide reading. 

X X X X X X X X X X
 

1.4 Apply word recognition skills 
and strategies to read fluently. 

X X X X X X X X X X
 

2: The student understands 
the meaning of what is read. 

          

2.1 Demonstrate evidence of 
reading comprehension. 

X X X X X X X X X X
 

2.2 Understand and apply 
knowledge of text components 
to comprehend text. 

X X X X X X X X X X
 

2.3 Expand comprehension by 
analyzing, interpreting, and 
synthesizing information and 
ideas in literary and 
informational text. 

X X X X X X X X X X
 

2.4 Think critically and analyze 
author’s use of language, style, 
purpose, and perspective in 
informational and literary text. 

X X X X X X X X X X
 

3: The student reads 
different materials for a 
variety of purposes. 

          

3.1 Read to learn new 
information. 

          

3.2 Read to perform a task.            

3.3 Read for career application.           

3.4 Read for literary/narrative 
experience in a variety of 
genres. 

X X X X X X X X X X
 

4: The student sets goals and 
evaluates progress to 
improve reading. 

          

4.1 Assess reading strengths 
and need for improvement. 

X X X X X X X X X X
 

  



4.2 Develop interests and share 
reading experiences. 

 

X X X X X X X X X X
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1. The student understands and uses 
a writing process. 

 

          

1.1. Prewrites to generate ideas and plan 
writing. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

1.2. Produces draft(s). X X X X X X X X X X 
1.3. Revises to improve text. X X X X X X X X X X 
1.4. Edits text. X X X X X X X X X X 
1.5. Publishes text to share with 
audience. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

1.6. Adjusts writing process as necessary. X X X X X X X X X X 
2. The student writes in a variety of 
forms for different audiences and 
purposes. 
 

          

2.1. Adapts writing for a variety of 
audiences. 

          

2.2. Writes for different purposes.           
2.3. Writes in a variety of forms/genres.           
2.4. Writes for career applications.           
3. The student writes clearly and 
effectively. 

 

          

3.1. Develops ideas and organizes 
writing. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

3.2. Uses appropriate style. X X X X X X X X X X 
3.3. Knows and applies appropriate grade 
level writing conventions. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

4. The student analyzes and 
evaluates the effectiveness of written 
work. 

 

          

4.1. Analyzes and evaluates others’ and 
own writing. 

X X X X X X X X X X 

4.2. Sets goals for improvement. X X X X X X X X X X 
 
 

  


	Literature Study (tests, quizzes, vocabulary, etc.)

