
OHHS Art Department 

Course Syllabus 
 

Course Name: Black and White Design 
 

Course Code: FAO10B 

Teacher: Ms. Grazzini JGRAZZINI@OHSD.NET 

Course Description: In this course students will explore the different composition possibilities of 

using only black and white. This course focuses on the Principles and Elements of Design and how to 

use them to create compelling and successful works of art. 'The elements and principles of design are 

the building blocks used to create a work of art. The elements of design can be thought of as the things 

that make up a painting, drawing, design etc. Good or bad - all paintings will contain most of if not all, 

the seven elements of design. The Principles of design can be thought of as what we do to the elements 

of design. How we apply the Principles of design determines how successful we are in creating a work 

of art.' (John Lovett) 

Students will work both two dimensionally and three dimensionally using a variety of media. They will 

be focusing on several different fine art skills and will often be given a choice in their artistic 

approach.  

  

In this course you will work from the simplest marks to more sophisticated conceptual art expressions 

through a series of assignments and activities that are appropriately challenging for anyone regardless 

of art background. Students will be expected to learn new vocabulary, be exposed to historical and 

contemporary art forms of all kinds and produce high quality artworks. They should consistently be 

involved in class discussion, participate in every lesson, and be willing to give and receive valuable 

and effective criticism about the artwork created in class.  

 

Prerequisites: None  

  

Course Resources: 
There is no textbook for this course.  Most materials are provided in class, however, there will be 

many instances where outside homework and influences may be required for visual references. All 

of these can be obtained via internet, magazines, library or personal books, digital photography or 

student sketches.  

 

Course Fees: 
$20.00 to be paid to the ASB office, waivers are in the counseling office. All fees or waivers must 

be in BEFORE students will be allowed to use ANY materials. Students who do not turn in fees or 

waivers will be completing valid bookwork instead.  

  

Course Outline: 
This is a foundational design class.  As such, you will be introduced to, and expected to understand 

and use essential design materials, techniques and vocabulary. 

  

Units of Study: 

·     All Principles of Design 

·     All Elements of Design 



SAMPLE Grading Rubric 

 

Name: ______________________________________  Period: _______ 
 
Project: ___________________________________________________ 
 

Construction 4 3 2 1 

Design 4 3 2 1 

Attitude 4 3 2 1 

Studio Practice 4 3 2 1 

 
                Added Points________________________ 

 

                                          Total Points: _______________________ 
 

 

Comments:  

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

What did I do awesome? 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 

What should I improve? 
__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Grade Point Conversion: 

 

A B C D F 

16-13 12-10 9-7 6-4 3-0 

 
*This grading rubric may be adjusted based on the needs of the student 

and the nature of the project. These changes would be discussed between 

the teacher and the student BEFORE a final grade is given.  

·     Adverting, Logos and Symbolic Communications  

·     Creative Expression through Design 

·     Basic Visual Fine Art Skills 

  

Major Assessments: 
Students will keep a sketchbook for all notes, homework, planning, rough drafts and research as 

well as any quizzes or daily assignments that may arise.  Points for this course will come from 

large graded projects (which include the sketch book work). Each project will be fully explained, 

and a complete rubric outlining all the requirements and points will always be given at the 

BEGINNING of each project so that the responsibility of the learning and completion of the 

project remains the students'. 

 

Grading: 

Art can be subjective and the effort to grade fine artwork should be based upon the effort, skills 

learned, progression of the student and whether the finished product achieved the desired objective, 

rather than the opinion of the teacher. In order to keep grading fair and unbiased, grading in this 

course will be completed using rubrics. Here is an example of a grading rubric we will use: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grading is always done with the student and with as much transparency as 

possible. If there are ever any questions about how a project is graded 

(after carefully reading the rubric) please do not hesitate to email Ms 

Grazzini at jgrazzini@ohsd.net to schedule a conference. 

 

Each rubric (or grading outline) is created to be in favor of the student and 

to give each student the maximum opportunity to  create beautiful artwork 

(CONSTRUCTION), design and plan thoughtful compositions 

(DESIGN/CONCEPT),  invest in their learning and show artistry 

(ATTITUDE) and be a conscientious community member (STUDIO 

PRACTICE). 

 

This course is engineered for all students to succeed and progress. Please 

never hesitate to ask questions if something is unclear.  

 

Letter Grade Percentage 

A 93% and above 

A- 90% - 92% 

B+ 88% - 89% 

B 83% - 87% 

B- 80% - 82% 

C+ 78% - 79% 

C 73% - 77% 

C- 70% - 72% 

D+ 68% - 69% 

D 60% - 67% 

F 59% and below 
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4  Exceeds 3  Meets 2  Partially Meets 1  Does Not Meet 

Construction 
 

Craftsmanship or Skill- 

Building 

Seeks to refine and improve 

skills to create work that 

actualizes student’s highest 

potential. Seeks clarity and 
finds “voice.” 

Seeks assistance when needed 

and appropriate. Implements 

instructions and accepts 

feedback. Makes honest 

attempt to create works of 
high quality. (Only missing 

element item). 

 

Requires prompts and 

directives. Attempts results in 

awkward works exhibiting 

crude workmanship. 

Dependent on step-by-step 
“how-to” directions. (Missing 

more than one element). 

 

Careless approach-exhibits 

lack of personal investment. 

Works are created in a 

reckless way without regard 

for quality. Resistant to 
instruction. (Missing several 

elements) 

Design/Concept 
 

Intellectual Curiosity and 

Planning 

 

Enthusiastic, invested and 

eager to explore without 

external prompting. Self-

starter. Depth of 

understanding results from 

research and reflection. 

 

Attentive to instruction. 

Retains information. Willing 

to access basic reference 

sources. Utilizes external 

focus appropriately and to 

affect growth. 

Significant structure required 

to attend to tasks. Reluctant to 

use reference sources. 

Dependant on external 

prompts and direction. 

Inattentive. Disinterested. 

Refuses to comply with 

directions. Exhibits 

resistance to instruction. 

Attitude 
 

Personal 

Investment/Exploration 
of Artistry 

 

Works produces are truly 

acts of self expression. 

Work exhibits significant 

personal meaning, 

relevance, quality and 
purpose. (authenticity/ 

integrity) 

 

Learns about self. Begins to 

explore ones values to reveal 

personal identity.,(ideas 

attitudes, etc) as an individual. 

Goes through the motions 

with little personal 

investment. Responds only to 

external prompting and 
structure. 

Refuses to engage in the 

creative process. Unwilling 

to undertake any form of 

exploration of self. Non-

responsive to prompts and 
structure. 

Studio Practice 
 

Cooperative Learning 

with Others in Shared 

Space 

 

Seeks to become part of a 

positive culture of 

excellence. Respectful, 

mutually supportive and 

encouraging. 

Conscientious, showing 

positive leadership. 

 

Complies with rules and 

directions. Makes consistent 

effort to respect others, 

facilities, tools, property and 

safety in the studio. 

Requires prompting and 

external structure to abide by 

rules that guide safety and 

behavior in the studio. 

Dependent up on being 

directed by teacher. 

 

Exhibits disregard for a 

positive culture. Resistant to 

prompting and external 

structure: safety and 

behavioral expectations. 

Disrespectful of others, 

facility and property. 

 



RE-DO POLICY: 
OHHS is an effort based school where we believe all students can learn. We also know that 

students learn at different rates. Thus, we are implementing a re-do policy that recognizes the needs 

of individual learners. 

 

100% Re-do 

 Assessments (with exception of the Final semester exam) 

 Key Assignments: Evidence that demonstrates mastery of a standard 

    

Teachers may: 

 require completion of supporting assignments prior to re-do opportunities for 

students to show they can meet the standard. 

 require students to complete re-do of work outside of class time. 

 limit the number of re-do opportunities for each assignment. 

 assign zero grades when students choose not to do key assignments and/or 

assessments to standard. 

 have different requirements for late work. 

  

All opportunities for re-do work will come with a deadline as assigned by the teacher. 

 

CLASSROOM RULES: 

 

Tools: Students will be responsible while handling all tools in the classroom. Any student who 

attempts to, or purposefully misuses any tools or takes any tools out of the art room will no 

longer be able to use any of those tools for the rest of the semester, nor any of the materials 

those tools pertain to. IE, if it is a clay tool, the student will not be allowed to use clay tools 

OR clay for the rest of the semester. The student will also be under disciplinary action.  

 

     Tardies: The first tardy for a student is a warning. Every tardy subsequent is a detention and will   

            be served after school in the art room.  

 

Cell Phone: If a student uses a cell phone in class without permission, the first offense is a 

warning. Every offense after, the phone will be confiscated and given to the office. A 

PARENT/GUARDIAN MUST PICK UP THE CELL PHONE FROM THE OFFICE and 

the student will also be given a detention to be served after school in the art room.  

 

This classroom is a hate/bully, fragrance, violence, drug, naked, food free zone.  

  

OHHS PLAGIARISM POLICY: 

Any student, who knowingly turns in any work that has been done by someone other than himself 

or herself, and fraudulently represents it as his/her own, shall be considered to have cheated. 

Cheating also includes: aiding someone else in cheating, the use or preparation of written, pictorial, 

electronic or other materials not authorized by the instructor during a test or assignment, the use of 

testing materials obtained previous to the test date, or plagiarism of any kind. Students found 

cheating will also be subject to an office referral, which could result in a suspension.  As an 

effort based school, students who have plagiarized/cheated must still demonstrate their learning. 

Thus, students will be given the opportunity to complete the work. This will fall under the “Late 

Work Policy” of the teacher where total possible points may be reduced. 


