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Course Name: Criminology 
Course Code SSO304 
Grades: 11, 12 
Course Description 
Do you want to be a law enforcement officer, CSI agent, or FBI agent? How 
about working in the court system? This class is designed to teach students 
about the history, philosophy, issue, and trends that affect the criminal justice 
system. Students will also learn about the process of the criminal justice 
system - from police investigations and court procedures to the corrections 
system. 
Length: one semester/one-half credit 
Prerequisites: none  
 
Course Resources 
 Textbook: Criminal Justice Today 
 Media, Supplemental, Periodicals and Video Resources  
 Primary and secondary sources 
 Online databases  
 Internet - requires parent/guardian permission 

o The American Republic http://www.glencoe.com/sec/socialstudies/ushistory/tar22003/ 
o Access to the internet is required to complete assignments. 
o Access to a USB “jump drive” and printer are not required but highly desirable. 
o Class website http://ohhs.ohsd.net/~jchargualaf 
o Teacher email jchargualaf@ohsd.net  

 
Unethical Academic Behaviors 
OHHS Plagiarism Policy - Any student, who knowingly turns in any work that has been done by 
someone other than himself or herself, and fraudulently represents it as his/her own, shall be considered to 
have plagiarized 
Unethical academic behavior or instances of plagiarism may result in a referral. In my class unethical 
behavior such as cheating on a test/quiz or plagiarism equals a zero on the assignment.  Students will be 
required to redo the entire assignment/test/quiz/project and provide specific sources to receive credit. 
 
Re-Do & Late Work Policies 
 Re-Do Policy – If student work is not up to the teacher’s standard (and an honest effort has been made 

- as deemed by the teacher) that student has 2 weeks to re-do that assignment. The student may 
retrieve 50% on missed questions by answering the following questions in sentence format. 

1. Why is the answer given wrong?  Connect it to the right answer. 
2. Why did the student pick the wrong answer?  What made you think it was the right answer? 
3. What is the correct answer and where can it be found?  Include the page number in your 

answer. 
 Late-Work – Students have two weeks after an original due date to turn in late work.  The maximum 

possible credit is 75%.  No credit after two weeks.  If a due date falls on a planned absence the 
assignment is due prior to the absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to get make-up work on days 
absent. 
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Extra Help – tutoring is available after school.  Students whose overall grade <60% will be required to 
attend after school tutoring. 

 

Major Assessments and projects 
 Midterm, Finals, Classroom Based Assessments 

O HHS Grading Scale                                       Social Studies Weighted Categories 
 Letter 
Grade 

Percentage 

A 93% and above 
A- 90% - 92% 
B+ 88% - 89% 
B 83% - 87% 
B- 80% - 82% 
C+ 78% - 79% 
C 73% - 77% 
C- 70% - 72% 
D+ 68% - 69% 
D 60% - 67% 
F 59% and below 

A 93—100% Daily Work 20 % 
A- 90—92% 
B+ 88—89% 
B 83—87% 
B- 80-82% 

Regular 
Assessments  
tests, papers, essays, 

projects, 
 oral presentations,  

group projects, 
*CBA (required 
semester project) 

65 % 
 

C+ 78—79% 
C 73—77% 

Major Assessments  
midterm + final 

15 % 

C- 70—72% 
D+ 68—69% 
D 60—67% 
F 0—59% 

*Classroom Based Assessment 
on Foreign Policy 

 
Goals 
As a teacher my goals are to: 

1. treat students fairly and equitably, and to establish a respectful and accessible learning 
environment, challenge, motivate, and collaborate with my students toward success 

2. help students become critical and analytical citizens 
3. learn to adjust and adapt my teaching to meet student learning and developmental needs 
4. establish a rapport and collaborate with parents; community, peers, and my students to guide my 

students’ learning, and assist students in their growth as individuals and productive members of 
the community and world 

My instructional goals are to teach, facilitate learning, and develop skills in the following social studies 
areas:  

1. apply understanding of economic concepts and systems to analyze decision-making and the 
interactions between individuals, households, businesses, governments, and societies. 

2. use spatial perspective to make reasoned decisions by applying the concepts of location, region, 
and movement and demonstrating knowledge of how geographic features and human cultures 
impact environments. 

3. understand and apply knowledge of historical thinking, chronology, eras, turning points, major 
ideas, individuals,  and themes on local, Washington State, tribal, United States, and world history 
in order to evaluate how history shapes the present and future. 

4. understand and apply reasoning skills to conduct research, deliberate, form, and evaluate positions 
through the  processes of reading, writing, and communicating. 

Students in my U.S. History class will understand, apply, analyze, critique, evaluate: 
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1. the functions of United States government and how the criminal justice system operates in the 

U.S. 
2. justice is balanced with the rights of individuals, government, and society  
3. roles of the police, courts, and incarceration systems 
4. challenges facing courts, police, and incarceration system 
5. current issues and challenges to the criminal justice system 

 
Course Outline/Instructional Units/Essential Questions (EQ): 
Unit 1 Crime and Justice In America  
 Criminal Justice:  A working definition 
 EQ: What is justice? 
 EQ: What is social justice? 
 EQ: What is the goal of justice 
 EQ:  Should public order prevail over the protection of individuals? 

The Criminal Justice System  
 EQ: What are the core components of the criminal justice system 
 EQ: What are the basic functions of the core components of the criminal justice system? 
 EQ: How well do the core components of the criminal justice system function? 

Unit 3; The Police 
 EQ: What is the role of the police? 
 EQ: How does the police balance the common good with protecting individual rights? 
 EQ: What are the current issues confronting policing in America?   

Unit 4 The Courts 
 EQ: What is the role of the court in the criminal justice system? 
 EQ: How does the court ensure due process? 
 EQ: How does court ensure justice? 
 EQ: What are the current issues facing courts in the U.S? 

Unit 5 Jail/Corrections/Penitentiary 
 EQ: What is the role of jails, corrections, and penitentiary systems? 
 EQ: How are the rights of the incarcerated safe guarded/abused? 
 EQ: How effective are incarceration facilities? 

Unit 6; Current and Future Challenges  
 EQ: What is the role of the death penalty in the U.S? 
 EQ: How should the criminal justice system address sexual offenders and the issues they generate? 
 EQ: How should the criminal justice system balance the need for safety/security with terrorism? 

Mandatory Major Projects and Assignments 
• Invite a Guest 
• Job Shadow/ Special Project 
• Brave Project 
• Journals and Current Events 
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